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Dear Chancellor Carol Christ,

As | sign off on my UC Berkeley application, | dream about what life will be like if |
attend college there. Specifically, will I enjoy my freedom of speech or will I contend with
censorship? Your institution has a rich history of shaping individual expression for the rest of the
nation, as highlighted by the Free Speech Movement in the 1960s. Through social and political
discourse, Berkeley has continued to maintain this precious right of ours over the years despite
much controversy. As college campuses today face challenges to this freedom, | would like to

remind you of why it is more critical than ever to safeguard my freedom of speech.

Ever since its ratification in 1791, the First Amendment of the US Constitution has
guaranteed our freedom of speech. The First protects us in our words, art, and other forms of
self-expression.t Whether | speak my mind on Discord, write a letter of complaint to my Senator,
or wear an armband supporting a social cause, | can freely exert my First Amendment rights.
However, this amendment only keeps us safe from government censorship since private
businesses can still punish us for violating company polices. And our freedoms do not exist for

situations such as inciting an imminent lawless action, blackmail, or obscenity.?

What concerns me, however, is the inconsistent views of current college students. A John
S. and James L. Knight Foundation and Gallup survey found that while 96% of students see free
speech as very or extremely important for democracy, a majority want to carve out exceptions on
campus. For example, when it comes to racially offensive comments and costumes, 78% and
71% respectively believe we should ban these constitutionally protected freedoms. In fact, 78%
would like colleges to have designated safe zones where students could be shielded from

unpleasant ideas or speech.®



| would agree with the majority of students that distasteful and especially racist remarks
should not be a part of my college experience. These expressions of speech go against the
diversity and inclusion ideals that most of us desire. Yet, the constitutional purist side of me
understands that the First Amendment does not serve to guard our feelings. Ideas and remarks
that irritate me or make me uncomfortable are not banned by the Bill of Rights. On the contrary,

the First Amendment allows for these individual thoughts, disturbing as they might be.

Censoring these disagreeable comments could stunt my personal and professional
growth. In college, | want to hear about and process different ideas and concepts. Suppressing or
removing public information could take away my ability to make my own mind up about various
issues. This prejudgment of expressive materials will limit my learning and chance for self-
fulfillment. Censorship would harm this marketplace for the exchange of ideas.* And yes, this
includes social media. When a private company like Meta has control over online
communications and forums, they act like governmental agencies and should thus be subject to

First Amendment requirements.®

As | seek independent thinking and expression in my life, | think about my grandfather in
1949. As barely a teenager, he ran from China’s Communist Party. Chairman Mao had risen to
power and espoused Marxist-Leninist theories and policies that would go on to fuel the Cultural
Revolution. Under his rule, censorship ruled over the freedom of speech. Thank goodness my
grandfather followed freedom by escaping to Taiwan and then migrating to the US. Even today
at the ripe age of 86, he credits his First Amendment rights to his success as a retired, Air Force
Lieutenant Colonel. His story reminds me of how censorship stifles individual liberty, free will,

imagination, and creativity.



If our society tips the scale toward censorship and away from freedom of speech, we
would have markedly less expression of ideas, personal drive, innovation, and entrepreneurship.
Consider Albert Einstein. Even a decade before the Nazis took over Germany, Einstein was
already on the run. As a leading scientist, he could no longer freely think and speak about his
theories. He wrote to his younger sister Maja that he was happy to get away from these
“politically dark times.” The Nazis denigrated his Theory of Relativity as “Jewish Physics.”®

Einstein knew he had to leave Germany.

With newfound freedoms of speech in America, Einstein quickly built on his relativity
work and flourished in the international scientific community. Einstein’s unsuppressed
investigations into space and time have led to many technologies we use today. He paved the
way for advancements like Google Maps, solar panels, self-lighting street lamps, and laser
beams. Even his son Hans served productively at your fine institution as a professor of Hydraulic
Engineering.” None of these accomplishments would have been possible under authoritarian

regimes that suppress freedom of speech.

Indeed, the First Amendment connects us all. As human beings, we need to associate,
discuss issues, and express ourselves. The freedom of speech, and not censorship, leads us to a
better life. Therefore, as | ponder my future at UC Berkeley, |1 wonder if | will be free to hear
from guest speakers like Justice Sonia Sotomayor as well as Ben Shapiro. After all, your
institution charged Shapiro a security fee “well above” Sotomayor’s as a “tax’ on conservative

views. | am glad your institution settled this lawsuit and changed your process.®

While universities across the US have to balance the needs of their students and

community, one unwavering pledge | hope to hear from you is your commitment to my freedom



of speech. I hope you will continue working with the Office for Civil Rights under the auspices
of the US Department of Education to ensure equal access to this precious freedom.® Since the
First Amendment does not care where one lies along the bell-shaped curve of political views,
liberals and conservatives as well as educators and students, should all come together as a unified

voice to protect and preserve this constitutional right.

Independently minded,

Cal Bear
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